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* MATALIE CHETHOLUN

2004, mosaic mural actist Mia Schon found her-

selfl in Mevaseret £ion, a suburh of Jerusalem,
slecping In hier cllents’ small home offioe - comverted
into a temporary bedeoom for her to use after a long
day's work.

The cliengs, Avital, Ehud and thelr two children,
wire Anally redecorating their home - a lifclong
decam - after Awital swervivid breast cancer, and
commissioned Schon to oreate a colorful mosalc
miural on the outside wall of their house. Facing a
large gardien and hidden from public view, the piece
masunes over theee meters tall and theee and a half
migters wide at it broadest point, Tt was Schon's frst
private commission, and to save time and redece
travel expenses - she lives and works in Tel Aviv -
the family agreed to host her during the project's
duration. “Only in lsrael® Schon quips. “You
coubdn't do that in a contract anywhene o

Thecommission cameabout rather serendipitoushy,
Schon’s apartment B located on a quict, central, tree-
limed street nog far from the Mediterranean Sea, and
until pecemtly, was marked by a graffiti-conaered wall
near the entrance, Walking past this wall for years,
Schon wondered why no one painted over it

Then, after leaving her job as head of customer

Slm:rll:,r after moving o [snel feom Boston in

expefience al a starl-up company, she leok a shon
vacation tw Barcelona, where she was I::|'|.'|:|Ir-|.'|:l b
the ;'ﬂﬂ.-'ak'll.ﬂ‘- af rosaics, Upann B return to Tel
Aviv, she decided to fix the wall herself, *1 just kind
of started,” says Schon, whe studicd art and design
at The University of Michlgan and learned to mosakc
from noded artisg Isaiah Zager. “And then | freaked out,
Like, what did [ do? [ was still mew o this countiy,®

L3k ANy af her mosaics, SChon oreated the |rim'
o o wall she doesn't ovwn - and didn® ask permissbon,
Stll, her nelghboes, whom she got to know as she
worked, responded positively.

“lunderstood the impact of putting a picoe of art in
the neighbothood,” she reflects, “Evervone falked to
cach other, It affects the community,”

Schon didn’t know it at the time, but the office of
Marmelada Market, an online marketplace for el
artists amd designers, was located across the street.
Employess noticed the colodful mosaic Schon was
creating and featured her in @ newsletier sent to over
16,0000 [sraedi art lovers = Avital among them, ®1 liked
that she did a mosaic near her howse for freg, just
because she wanted todecorate the street,” says Aviral,
“She's a very warm person.”

This warmth Is visible In Schon's work, which
alongside bocal tiles she buys in Jaffa's Jea market
Inchisded cardosities like animal Eﬁurlnm_ wvases hlled
with flowers, fragmented images of Elvis, and mirrors

Fra.gmenu of lacally made tiles naast transhormation into
B mHEVY MOSaRC. (Fhobo: Anat Peher)

Lefi: Mural artist Mia Schon's colorful mosaic
in Mevaseret flon, and Avital, the clent who
cormmvissioned il (W Schar)

Schon puts the finishing touches a new piece,

a5 wiell as ot het olyjects shie finds on the steeet,

She mixes her grout with hI|HlI.|: jeweltoned house
piint anad creates betbered tiles that spell out the playful
cxpressbons she wses (o title her pleces. These include |
Lawe You Viery Much (located In Atarlm Square, a central
bt posorly maintained public square near the beach)
and Yalla Balagan (meaning “Let’s go all out,” which
frames the heavy wooden doors of an old synagogue
an MNahalat I'I.iu:.-umir'l. Street).

When lecation scouting, Schonscarches for walls she
doems “low rlsk” - unattractive, slated for demolition,
of focated in run-down neighborhoods. That way, she
says, shie's less likely 1o be questioned and more Hkely
o hase a poditive impact on the communitg.

Although most of ber mosaics are light-hearted = she
oven hosted a stoeet party to celebrate the completion
of I Love You Very Much - her recent work Is more
contemplative.

She ceeated We Were Al Once Reficgees on upscale
Bothschild Boulevard, n collaboration with
Euwchinate, a collective of female African asylum
seckiers in BBrac] making and selling crocheted baskets
to achleve financial stability and educate the public
abwoait their cause.

The women ate Counted among an estimated
H0, 000 muigrants scattered acnoss the country, mainkby
Feowm Erifred andd Sudan, wiso live under the constint
threat of deportation. Schon created the mosaic
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for free, assisted by friends, students (She teaches
mcdake clasies in her studio), and the asylum seekers
themseives, The plece’s title, the idea of Kuchinate's
Eritrcan co-founder Sister Aziiza, appears in the mosake
in English and Hebrew, and is a loose reference to the
biblical phirase “And vou shall not mistreat a stranger,
nae shall you oppress him, fof you were strangers in
the Land of Egype.”

"That was my first time dolng a political plece,

5

which 1 was worsled alsout,” admits Schan. "1 magle
sare | could be an advocate before | did it | nead up on
it. It realily awiul, what™s happening.”

She hopes to create more soclally aware work [n the
future.

Although she hasn't spent much time in jerusaiem,
she's curious about the city's diverse relighous and
ethnic !:Iﬂ|'||.|'|.1.1i-::-|1-. andd hosy different cultunes woild
respodvd B her wark,

Left: Vidunteers from
Kaschinate, an Alncan
refuges women's collective,
working on the "W Wene
All O ﬂrlug&m' FrAosaic
on Ted Avhv's Rodhschild
Bowdevard, (Courtewy)

Schon's "falla Balagan'
masaic, rr.aming- thie door of
a synagogue on Tel Avivs
Mahalat Binvamin Street,

This summer, she’s traveling back o0 Boston as
part of Brandeis [|'|1i|'.'-|_'r'g.i1:,-":~ Char Geenveration 5]:4_'.1 ks
Fellowship, a program for young Bracli and Palestinkan
community leaders seeking to create soclal Impact
veniures In the region.

1 want my work 10 be intentional ™ LE Sehon., *IEs
nice to make fun pleces that bring people happiness -
that's just as valid = but [ want @0 be on a deeper level,

where | can bring people together.”

What's in the Names of Cain’s Many Descendants:
Does Genealogy Refllect Desting?
Judy Elitsner

Faith, Interrupted:
Is There a Way Forward for Religious Belief?
D, Elliott Malamet

What is Behind the Success of the Celestial
Marriage Between God & the Jewish People?
Yiscah Smith

wallla79, 2018

In memory of Fred Simon'Worms OBE,
a longtime benefactor of Pardes
and a visionary in Jewish education

Pour le programme en francais, voir le lien ci-dessous
For details of the French Tikun Leil, see website link below
For full program details see www.pardes.org.il/shavuot 5778
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29 Plerre Koenig, Jerusalem | 02 673 5210

Like a Math te a Flame: A Drama of Rabbinic Desire
Gila Fine

A Mysterious Tale About the Human Heart:
Mot for the Faint of Heart
Rabbi Dr. Michael Marmur

n Becoming a Human Torah:
Embodiment, Fullillment and Teaching
Rabbi Leon Morris

Marilyn Monroe and the Sevenly Faces of Torah
Rabbi David Levin-Kruss

The Mysterious Tikun of the Hida
[Rabbi Chaim Yosel David Axulail
Rabbi Dr. Daniel Roth
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